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Abstract 

 

The SOP Domestication has been developed to guide the domestication of wild medicinal 

and aromatic plants (MAPs) to reduce collection pressure to certain species and to increase 

the offer of MAPs through developing optimal growth methods for modern industry. It can 

also be used as a tool for adding value to rural regions through developing agricultural 

niches.  

Domestication is a long process. It is the step between wild collection and agriculture and 

therefore can be seen as one of the most important basics for the cultural evolution of 

mankind. The SOP Domestication applies to domestication projects of wild MAPs. Land 

owners (legal authorities and private persons) and growers of MAPs shall be advised to 

apply this SOP for implementation of the issued laws and strategies on environmental 

protection, as for example Good Agricultural and Collection Practices (GACP) of the World 

Health Organization (WHO) and the use of NWFP. It is the responsibility of the land owners 

and growers to take care of the implementation of this procedure for domestication. 

The SOP Domestication consists of seven steps which are shown in the flow chart attached 

to this document. These steps are divided in five “Action steps” and two so called “Evaluation 

of availability” steps.  

The “Evaluation of availability” steps were set after important actions of the SOP to evaluate 

a successful application of the steps before. Without, their application no ongoing with the 

following steps of the SOP is possible and one has to start at the indicated step again. 

The remaining three steps are particularly comprehensive. To implement these steps in 

practice, three Work Instructions (WINs), directly related to the SOP, were developed. They 

will also be published and discussed. 

A first version of this document was presented to Prof. Dr. Chlodwig Franz a well-respected 

scientist working on the subject of domestication of medicinal and aromatic plants. The first 

feedback was positive and indicates the importance of a written standard operating 

procedure on this topic.   
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Flow chart 
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